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I want to begin this week with two passages of scripture, both found in the gospel of Luke. If you would, please open your Bibles to Luke chapter 19.

This particular passage in Luke chapter 19 is typically read on Palm Sunday which we will celebrate in a couple weeks.

This is the Triumphal Entry, Jesus coming into Jerusalem as the crowds cry out and celebrate His arrival.

Luke 19:37-44 “When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 

40 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 

Now take note of this, verse 41:
41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 

Jesus looked out over this city and its inhabitants. Today the people are crying out “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord”.
Within a week these same people will cry out “crucify Him!”

But today…he wept over it 42 and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. 

43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.”

Now, turn with back to Luke chapter 6.

Luke 6:27: “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 

30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 

31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 

33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. 

34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. 
35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. 

Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 

36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

This is the fourth week of Lent and the fourth week of our series on “Giving It up.” We are considering what God wants you have to give up.

What does God want us to give up, not just for Lent but for life?

In this series we are looking at things we must be willing to give up if we want to truly be followers, disciples of Jesus Christ.

So far we have talked about giving up control, giving up expectations, and giving up superiority. 

In giving up control we humble ourselves before God and acknowledge that He is Lord and God and in control of our lives.

And as we give up control of our lives we must also give our expectations to God as well. 

Not all expectations are bad but there are some expectations that will cause us to miss out on what God is doing or wants to do in our lives.

We must be willing to let God lead and take us places where we never thought we would go. 

And we must be willing to let Him take up places and in directions that take us away from where we expected life to take us.

And then last week we added giving up superiority – that feeling that we are better than others, than those people. 

As followers of Jesus Christ we have to realize that all people are equal and putting up barriers that distinguishes us from them is damaging and it is false and it will bring harm to the body of Christ.

And now this week, we’re going to talk about another thing that God asks us, as followers of Jesus Christ, to give up.  

We are called to give up our enemies. 

But that makes me ask, who are our enemies in the first place? 

After all there are really only two types of people in our lives that we can consider as our enemies. 

There are those who oppose us and those who we oppose.

In Luke 6:27 Jesus says “…I tell you who hear me” He is talking to his disciples, to those who are followers of Him. 

He is talking to us when he says “Love your enemies”.

The word Jesus uses here for enemies is a noun. But it is an interesting noun. 

It can be taken in two ways. It can either be taken actively or passively, which is very interesting for a noun. 

Usually when you think of active or passive you think in terms of a verb. As in I am actively doing something or passively something is being done to me.

But to think of it in terms of a noun is a little odd. So here is what it means when it comes to active and passive enemies.

In the passive since your enemy is an object of scorn or hate. You don’t really like that person but you don’t really interact with them much either.

This kind of enemy can be a group of people who have similar characteristics but with whom we rarely actually interact with.

For example you might have this weird inherent mistrust for anyone who wears the color blue. I don’t know why anybody would have that, but perhaps you do. 

You see somebody in blue and you think..aahhh…ummm, I don’t want to be around that person. 

(Now everybody is looking to see who is wearing blue.)

So that’s what it means to have an enemy in a passive sense. You don’t actively engage with them but you just kind of want to stay away from them.

In the active sense your enemy is either a recipient or an instigator of hostilities. You do not like that person and that person does not like you.

You actively work against one another. Every time you see this person your blood pressure starts to go up just a little bit and you can’t help but to think about how he or she wronged you way back when. 

And you can’t help but think how you just want to get back at them.

Now when we begin to define our enemies like this there is probably somebody out there who would fall into one of these two categories as an enemy.
And that’s not meant to be a knock. I not putting anybody down, nor am I trying to sound like I am judging anybody.

I am just saying that this is just how it is in our world. There are people in our lives who give us extra challenges, who require a little more patience. 

There are some people who are placed in our lives to serve as spiritual sandpaper to smooth away our rough edges.

However nicely you want to put it these are people who would fall into that category of enemy. 

And the truth is you don’t have to dislike a person in order for them to be an enemy.

In the first passage that we read this morning we saw that Jesus not only cared for his enemies, but he wept for them. He wept over the impending destruction.

Now you would think that a person like Jesus wouldn’t have very many enemies. After all, as you read through the gospels he seems like a pretty likeable guy.

He casts out demons. He heals people who are sick. I mean who wouldn’t like somebody who can just say Ok you’re healed and you are healed. 

He teaches pretty well. He hangs out with some of the less than perfect people. He knows all of the best fishing spots. Look at all the fishing stories.

And he turns water into wine at weddings!

I mean that’s somebody we would think is pretty likable, right!
But in spite of all this we discover as we read the gospels that Jesus did have some enemies. He had some people who didn’t really like him. 

They actively worked against him, most of the time they were in that group known as the Pharisees. They were the strict observers of the law.

They were the ones who wanted to make sure that they and everyone around them lived by strict observance to every letter of the law, both God’s law and their own.

And whenever Jesus was hanging out having a good time they would come in like this giant wet blanket and they would say things like oh my word, his disciples were picking the heads of the grain. 

They were harvesting on the Sabbath. Can you believe that! Oh yeah, I saw this one time he didn’t wash his hands like we do. Why is he spinning all his time with sinners and tax collectors? 

And remember that one guy in the synagogue who had the really shriveled up hand? He healed him—on the Sabbath! 

Come on what is with this guy! Some nerve Jesus.

In Luke chapter 19 we saw these Pharisees show up. Jesus is riding into town on the back of a colt. The crowds are spreading their cloaks out along the road crying out and praising God.

And the Pharisees show up with their wet blanket telling Jesus to command the people to stop.

In this passage the Pharisees show us what our enemies do.  They try to shut down the whole thing.

They put themselves in a position that protects their interest above everything else, even above the Son of God.
They are enemies of Jesus. But here is the thing.

How your enemies treat us should have no bearing on how you treat your enemies. 

Again we read in Luke chapter 6 Jesus told us to love your enemies and do good for those who hate you.

And notice that Jesus doesn’t say that we are to do good for our enemies who are nice to us. After all, if they were nice to us they probably wouldn’t be our enemies in the first place.

We may be tempted to think that this idea of loving and doing good to our enemies is just a nice idea. 

It’s a supper idealistic dream that never really comes true. It’s kind of like saying I want world peace. 

It sounds nice but it is probable never really going to happen. 

So when we think about loving our enemies we just kind of smile and we wink and we say sure thing Jesus. No problem.

But it is possible. It doesn’t happen overnight. Just because it doesn’t happen overnight doesn’t mean it can’t happen.

Loving your enemies begins with the intentional decision to follow the example of Jesus. 

Many times we look at this story of Jesus entering Jerusalem at the beginning of the week, the week that ends with His crucifixion we tend to stop at the point where the people are shouting the praises.

But then, as we already touched on, the Pharisees encouraged Jesus to rebuke his disciples and the crowd for their shouts of praise.
But then, as Jesus moves closer he looks up and he sees the city of Jerusalem rising in front of him. And Jesus begins to cry. Jesus weeps. 

This city, this great city of Jerusalem whose leaders have constantly tried to silence Jesus and His mission, who have conspired to take His life, who are actively looking for opportunities to shut Him down and to shut His followers up for good, these people who claim to be followers of God-pious followers of God but they reject His very son.

These are enemies of Jesus. And Jesus knows what the future holds because they are unrepentant refusing to receive His offer of salvation.

He sees the road that they are walking down and He knows where it leads. And He knows is won’t be long before they put Him on trial unjustly and have Him killed.

And yet He weeps.

Now be completely honest with yourself here because this is what Lent is all about is really looking at ourselves, within our hearts and seeing what’s going on there.

Think of that person in your life, you may have one or a few people who requires a little more patience, that person who is a persistent thorn in your side, if you knew that something bad was going to happen to them, you might be tempted to be OK with that.

You might think well they are getting what they deserve. What goes around comes around. They are being justly punished for what they have done to me.

Is anybody uncomfortable yet?

We have all been there. We all have somebody that we don’t really wish that bad things would happen to them but well….if something did I wouldn’t feel too bad either.

Oh, so and so is going bankrupt, oh well. 

Do we weep for our enemies? Do we see the direction that their life is going and wish that we could change it or do we just say well we will let you keep going down that road?

See Jesus knows that it is too late for the people of Jerusalem and He weeps. And as He weeps He speaks some very prophetic words there in Luke 19:43-44 “The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 

44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."

It wasn’t long before those words of Jesus came true. In just about four decade after Jesus spoke those words, in 70AD, during the first Jewish Roman war the Roman general Tidus and his men lay siege to the city of Jerusalem.

And by the time it is all said and done for, the temple is mostly burned down and 10’s of thousands of people are killed or enslaved and the entire city of Jerusalem was demolished.

And according to one source Tidus, a Roman refused to accept what was known as the victory wreath claiming that he was merely an instrument of the wrath of God.

And Jesus knew that all of this was going to happen and it broke His heart. He wept.
So now the question we have to face is this. How does this story of Jesus at the end of His ministry, toward the end of His life, how does that change our approach to our enemies?

Now remember that Jesus’ enemies actively fought against Him and consequently against God and they did it up to the point where He was hanging on the cross and died.

And yet, Jesus, knowing that all of this was going to take place weeps because of what the future holds for them.

Who are the enemies in your life? Who are the people who you still hold a grudge against? Have you stopped to consider that they are loved by God every bit as much as you are.

In spite of all the things they might have done, how does that change the way you look at them? How does that change the way you interact with them and how you approach them, and how you think about them?

When we stand before God we know that we have sinned and we know that there are consequences for our sin.

And we know that we can turn to God for forgiveness through His Son Jesus Christ and that we are forgiven. The slate is wiped clean and we have new life in Christ.

How huge is it that we can go before God and be forgiven these debts that we can never pay back? How important is that in our lives?

And how important in view of that is it that we forgive those who have done the same to us?

If God has forgiven us so great a debt that we could absolutely never repay how much more should we forgive those who have sinned against us?
[bookmark: _GoBack]So this Lent I want to encourage you to give up another thing in your life. I want to encourage you to give up your enemies.

And it is not an easy thing to do. I’ll say that up front. It is not an easy. 

But God does not always call us to complete just the easy tasks in life.

Remember, how they act toward you holds no bearing on how you act towards them.

Allow the Holy Spirit to work in your heart and to soften it so that you can forgive those who are far from God in their actions toward you.

Follow the example of Christ that we see here and instead of looking forward to their destruction look forward to their salvation instead.
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